The Ahau Chronicles
Volume 24

April 13, 2011

Long Count: 12.19.18.5.0

Subscribers: 386

Piscis Australis, The South Fish

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------In the previous newsletter we left off with a discussion of the precession of the
equinoxes. The cycle of precession, lasting around 26,000 years, has been referred to as
a “cosmic clock” since it is a useful and visible sign of the passage of vast epochs of
history measured in millennia. The slow wobble of the earth on its axis traces out a wide
circle in the heavens, shifting the position of the sun against the background stars. There
is mounting evidence that the Maya knew of this movement and so it seems appropriate
to investigate the issue further to see if it has any bearing on our understanding of the
Period-Ending monument which I discovered on Robinson Crusoe Island and which
appears to commemorate the end of the 5,125-year Great Cycle of the Maya calendar.
The image at left shows the
constellation Pisces, “the Fishes”, in
which the sun rises on the spring
equinox today.
The horizontal
dashed line is the celestial equator
while the slanted dashed line is the
ecliptic, the apparent path of the sun
through the sky during the year. The
dark vertical line marks the “zero”
position of right ascension which
measures a type of celestial
“longitude” in the sky.

The system of celestial coordinates is relative to the era of observation due to the
aforementioned precession of the equinoxes. The zero position of right ascension, or
“meridian”, is often referred to as the “First Point of Aries” since this was the location of
the sun at the spring equinox some 2,000 years ago when astrology was first formalized.
In order to compensate for precession, modern astronomers must indicate the era during
which their observations are recorded. The currently used standard epoch is J2000.0,
which is January 1, 2000 at 12:00 where the prefix "J" indicates that it is based on the
Julian calendar.
Our modern Gregorian calendar was a reformation of the Julian calendar and was
instituted in 1582 by a decree from Pope Gregory XIII. At this time, due to precession,
the spring equinox had shifted within the calendar and occurred some 10 days early,
around March 11th. The celebration of Easter was tied to the equinox and its backwards
movement through the year was problematic for the Roman Catholic Church so they
reformed the calendar to bring the equinox back to its desired location.
The correlation between the resurrection of
Christ and the spring equinox has a
symbolic dimension. The spring equinox
represents the day when the sun lies
directly over the earth’s equator and day
and night are of equal length. After this
date, the sun moves north of the equator,
reborn from the southern “Underworld”,
and brings an end to the dark days of
winter in the Northern Hemisphere. The
“cross”-ing of the equator and the meridian
of the celestial coordinate system can be
symbolically linked to the central symbol
of Christianity, the cross of Christ, while a
subsidiary symbol is the simple fish which
can be linked to the constellation of Pisces,
the location of the sun at the spring
equinox during the Christian era.
As shown on the previous page, the constellation of Pisces is represented by a pair
of fish tethered together at their tails. This tethering is somewhat unusual since normally
a fisherman would string fish together by a cord through their mouth and out their gills.
In fact, tying fish together by the tails seems an ineffective way to link the fish and it
begs for some further analysis. The death and rebirth of the sun during solar eclipses
may suggest a possible explanation for the esoteric binding of the Pisces fish since the
two paths of consecutive eclipses will often trace the figure of a fish, similar to that
shown above, across the surface of the earth.

The map below shows the paths of two pairs of consecutive eclipses, those that
occurred over Robinson Crusoe Island near the end of the reign of Chan Bahlum (699
and 700 AD in black) and those at the end of the Mayan Great Cycle, our modern day
(2010 and 2012 AD in white). Note how each pair of eclipse paths mimics the shape of
the fish symbol. Furthermore, note how the two fish appear to be joined at the tail,
symbolically tethered to the mystical location of Robinson Crusoe Island, as if the grand
enigma of the Age of Pisces was anchored to this magical speck of land and was intended
to be revealed by the eclipse-themed artistry of Chan Bahlum.

In the coronation headdress of Chan
Bahlum we can observe three fish images
including two nearly identical fish
directly behind his head. At the very top,
a cormorant emerges from a turtle shell
with a third fish in its mouth. As we
have remarked in earlier newsletters,
figures emerging from snail or turtle
shells represent Creator gods and are
linked to the beginning and endings of
time cycles.
Could the third fish,
displayed so prominently in the exotic
headdress of the new king Chan Bahlum
be a reference to Piscis Australis, the
“third” fish of Aquarius?

The constellation of Aquarius is represented by a reclining figure holding an
upturned jug from which water spills forth, flowing down from near the celestial equator
in a curving path to be swallowed by the “South Fish” constellation of Piscis Australis.
The eye of the southern fish is the alpha star Fomalhaut, one of the four “Royal” stars of
the ancient Persians, shining brightly at Magnitude 1.8. Using the celestial equator and
meridian, this star reflects through the heavenly cross in a perfect “linear triplet”
alignment with the eye of the northern fish of the constellation Pisces. The three points,
equidistant in a straight line, reveal a subtle and elegant geometry to the night sky. This
same linear triplet alignment was used in Volume 3 to show the link between Palenque
and Lake Titicaca, and again in Volume 18 to link Palenque with the pyramids of Egypt.

In The Cambridge Guide
to
the
Constellations,
author Michael E. Bakich
notes that “it is possible to
make a rough outline map
of South America using the
stars”
of
Aquarius.
(Incidentally, Mr. Bakich
was on my plane home from
Chile after the July 2010
solar eclipse.) Thus we have
the stars of Aquarius
representing a map of South
America with a water
current flowing in a curving
pattern
southward
and
terminating
around
30
degrees longitude where it
encounters the South Fish
constellation. Readers of
this newsletter will recall
earlier discussions of the
Counter-Peruvian Current
which originates in the
equatorial regions of the
Pacific Ocean and flows
south along the coast of
South America, ending at
Robinson Crusoe Island.

In Volume 13 of this newsletter we discussed the esoteric object
held in the hand of Chan Bahlum in his inscription from the
Temple of the Cross which shows him upon his ascension to the
throne of Palenque. The object, consisting of star symbols,
mimics the shape of the constellation Pisces, although in an
inverted fashion exactly as I have observed it from the Southern
Hemisphere alongside the island monument. I suggested that
the imagery implied that he had a “fish-in-hand” representing
the conjuring of the shaman and the results of his vision quest.
But at the end of the Mayan Great Cycle it is we who hold the
southern fish-in-hand at the dawning of the Age of Aquarius.

Across the South Pacific the paths of the 2010 and 2012 Total Solar Eclipses draw
an enormous fish symbol which appears to be held as an offering in the “hand” of an
Earth Goddess figure. An unorthodox perspective reveals vast panoramas of beauty.
Certainly it is an improbable hypothesis to suggest that the ancient Maya
accurately predicted the total solar eclipses of our current day, based their entire sacred
calendar around these future prognostications, and then constructed elaborate ceremonial
architecture and monumentation to commemorate it all. To date, my interpretations have
implicated not only the Maya but also the Inca, Easter Islanders, Egyptians, and now the
Christians. But what if this is precisely the intended message meant to be communicated
at the end of time when culture wars threaten to overwhelm us with mindless violence
and destruction. To recognize the face of the earth and our common humanity within a
global community should give us pause for introspection and an opportunity for
reconciliation. The command from above is to strive for World Peace in 2012!

